SIR   MOHAMMAD   IQBAL
But there need be no war with heaven. The man's end is not
selfish; he is master of himself; and by being a master of himself,
he has transcended himself. Only he has to act.
The pith of life is contained in action,
To delight in creation is the law of life.1
But now, how are we to cease to be selfish? How are we to be
rulers of our selves? Is it by complete self-surrender to God?
Does love of God involve such self-surrender? Iqbal is opposed
to every idea of self-negation. It is not self-negation but self-
affirmation and self-assertion that he preaches. "Physically as
well as spiritually man is a self-contained centre, but he is not
yet a complete individual. The greater his distance from God
the less his individuality. He who comes nearest to God is the
completest person. Not that he is finally absorbed in God. On
the contrary, he absorbs God into himself."* The self-affirmation
is preached to such an extreme as to advocate the absorption
of even God and not surrender to him. Life is an assimilative
activity; and it assimilates even God. And good and evil are to
be interpreted in terms of this assimilative activity. Personality
is the tension we experience in this activity and "that which
fortifies personality is good, and that which weakens it is evil."3
Thus while some preach that we should become one with God
by complete surrender to him and by being absorbed by him,
Iqbal preaches that we should become one with God rather by
absorbing him, when our self-affirmation and self-assertion become
complete. This is really a dangerous advice; and it can be rightly
followed by only a very few. It easily lends itself to the inter-
pretation that selfishness and self-aggrandizement form the path-
way to reality. Iqbal must not have meant that; but it is very
few that can see the truth underlying his words. Indeed, he felt
that Hindu intellectualism and Islamic pantheism tended to
deprive people of their capacity for action and infused into them
a spirit of resignation miscalled contentment, born of weakness
and self-abnegation. As an antidote to this spirit, Iqbal preaches
self-assertion and stresses it so much that it appears to be almost
self-aggrandizement amounting to the subjugation of God himself
for one's purpose. But Iqbal could not have meant it; for he says:
Gain knowledge of Life's mysteries.
Be a tyrant. Ignore all except God.
* The Secrets of the Self, p. 89.     * I&w?., p. xix.     3 Ibid., p. xxii.     * IUd,t p. 94.
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